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THE SOUTH SIDE HEBREW CONGREGATION
Chicago 49, Il
Av 4, 5704, July 24, 1944
Dear Rabbi Kaplan:

Mr. Barnett Hyman, a member of our Congregation
brought us your book. As it is impossible for us to send
you the amount we would like to, and that you deserve
to get, you will therefore please accept the enclosed
check for $5.00 with our best wishes.

Yours very sincerely,

Rabbi Morris Teller Nathan S. Roth
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In Memoriam

In memory of Louis and Rachel
Steingeser—erev Yom Kippur
and 25th of Tamuz — mourned
by their son Joseph.

Hinda Melamed — died 10 Tamuz,

mourned by her son Leon

¥ | ouis Kriegel — 18th of Tamuz
mourned by his son [srael, U.S.A.

Anna Lockfeld — 10 Sivon
mourned by her children: Philip,
Harry, Abe, Rose and Carrie

In memory of my beloved father
Kive Zabersky, died 19 Adar

mourned by his son Solomon

l In memory of Gershon B. Halevy
10 Shevat — and Esther Sheine

Perelman—on Feast of Gedaliah

Leah Hymovitz

Bella Zanit — May 20, 1938
William. Sigalore — 1 Elul

Hannah Sigalore — 2 Sivon

fl Peretz Levin — 7 Adar

Abraham Lane - 6th day of Succoth
David Berger - Erev Rosh Hashono

In memory Katie Rothman- 9 Tevet

In memory of my beloved fatber
Kusiel Shapiro — 1st of Shevat
and Mother Rose — Nisan 24th

In memory of our beloved parents
Abraham Lev — 11 Shevat, and
mother Mollie Lev — 25 Tishri

In memory of my parents
"~ Barnet S. Gold — 21 Yiair
Gussie Gold — 22 Heshvon

In memory of Pauline Ressler
died 22 Tamuz — mourned by:
Morris, Benton, George, Nat,
Harrison and Louis Ressler and
her daughter Shirley and her
husband Leo Morgenstein

Alice Plotzker — 25 Sivan

Blume Scher — 7 Sivon

Minnie Berman — 9 Sivan

Frances Grabovitz — 26 Sivon
Jerome Leonard Cumsky -17 Adar2
Frume Ethel Bush — 6 Shevat
Mordecai Diamond — 3 Nison
Morris Decker — 30 Sivon

Tillie Goldspiel — 16 Cheshvon
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RABBI NOAH KAPLAN

A rich man once invited a poor man to dinner.
When the poor man entered the dining room, he
noticed there was nothing on the table. As soon as
the rich man rang a bell, the servants came ia and
set up a table with the best of food and drinks. The
poor man inquired where he can get such a bell.

For all the pennies he had saved up, he bought a
bell and journeyed back home. When he came home
penniless, he told his wife not to worry, because he
has a magic bell, through which he can get all the
food and drink he desires. But when they gathered
around the table, he rang his bell many times. and
got nothing at all.

My friends! I say that the same can happen to
you! When you keep ringing the bells of prayer,
- without doing constructive work to help our nation
to settle down in our homeland Palestine, and with-
out your financial support, you cannot expect the
younger generation to learn and realize the wisdom

of the Torah .
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RABBI NOAH KAPLAN

My friends! I hope you will bless me. for my
effort to enlighten the wisdom and the secrecy of
the bible. But not like the jewish lady, when her
husband asked her: Why is it that you bless so
heartily the candles every Friday night, while you
always curse me, your own husband! She replied:
I would bless you too, if you'd only burn like the
candles do!

The Bible states that Judah acted as his own
counsel. Judah said to Joseph: ‘“The life of his father
depends on Benjamin’’. Joseph then replied: ‘I am
Joseph! Does my father yet live?” His brothers
could not answer him, for they were terrified. —

Do you know, my friends, why they were so
terrified? Because Judah appealed to Joseph on the
ground that their father's life is endangered if Ben-
jamin would not return home. Therefore he used
this expression: ‘‘let thy servant speak a word in
my lord’s ears. Judah said: My lord! you are a
father of two children. You ought to know what it
means, for a father to lose two sons.—These words
penetrate the ears! — To this Joseph replied: | am
Joseph! Why didn’t you consider the endangering
of our father's life, when you sold me?! These
words terrified them, and they could not answer
him. — | say to you the same thing:

My dear readers! Don't act the counsel’s part.
(Ethics of the Fathers) to judge my book, ‘‘The
Ark of Noah”. Just think of the fact that | am a
father of children.
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BOOK OF NUMBERS

The tailor said: It seems that the other tailor
has a much bigger son than mine.

The king saw that this man is not only not
speaking against the other tailor, but protects him,
instead, saying, that the other tailor must have had
need of clothes for his son, and he liked it. So he
gave the tailor enough money to live on, for the rest

of his life.

The same I say to you, my friends: Please do
not knock my bock! I shall be glad to accept con-
structive criticism, and any recommended improve-
ments, that | may incorporate in my fifth volume,
of the Ark of Noah. Because I greatly admire the
right to free expresion of thoughts, which is com-
pletely the reverse of the Nazi ideology.

Once a Nazi met a liberal on a fishing trip. The
Nazi couldn’t catch any fish, but his companion
caught a great number of fishes. The Nazi was very
disappointed, and finally he asked the liberal, why
it is so. The liberal thought for a moment, and said:
*“‘as soon as the fish approach a Nazi, they are afraid
to open their mouths.” ‘

In our way of democracy, it occured once, that
a general was taking a walk in the company of a
captain, and he noticed that whenever a private was
passing, and the captain returned his salute, the
captain was murmurinng the words: “‘the same to
you”’. The general asked for an explanation. The
captain answered: | remember, when | was a private
what | used to say when I saluted a superior officer.
Therefore I say to them: the same to you!
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RABBI NOAH KAPLAN

This is the big secret of the long and slow
jewish journeying through the desert. — I too, have
worked slowly on this, my fourth book, almost for
two years. | wrote and erased. I am not like the
Rabbi who bragged to have written his book in
two weeks . . . | would rather spend two years on
a book and sell it in two weeks. The truth is the
best defense. :

A king once bought in a strange land some
material to make himself a suit. When the tailor
took his measurements he said, that there was just
enough material for a pair of pants and a jacket,
but no vest. So the king called another tailor, who
said he will have enough of it to make a vest also.

The tailor took the material and in a few days he
brought to the king the jacket, vest and pants. The
king was very pleased.

One day the King took his daily walk and
noticed a boy of about twelve years old, wearing
a suit of the same costly material that he made his
suit of. The king asked the child about it, and the
boy explained that his father made it for him from
the remaining material of the king's suit. So the
king called in the tailor and said: ‘It doesn’t con-
cern me a bit what you did with the rest of the
material, but tell me, how come that the other tailor
insisted that there was not enough material even
for one complete suit, and you managed to make
the suit and still have enough left for a suit for your
son?!
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BOOK OF NUMBERS

The world has a saying, '‘Every fool has his
own sense.”” Ben Zoma expressed this saying in the
following sentence: ““Who is wise? He who learns
from all men,” The fool has only his own sense,
because he doesn’t care to learn. The fool is like a
leper, the bible says. *‘Unclean! Unclean! shall he
call out.” The reason why the leper had to call
twice the word ‘‘unclean”, is because it's in the
nature of all unclean to call someone else ‘‘unclean.”

The fool like the leper, has a deceitful tongue and
calls everybody fool. On the contrary, the wise man
derives from each little occurance, a great deal of
wisdom.

King David, in order to save his life changed
his behavior before Abimelech, who drove him away
And David departed. But there is a question: Since
he drove him away, it does not have to state that
David departed. But we will find the answer to it,
through the following episode.

A soldier, trying to be discharged from the
army pretended to be deaf. All efforts were in vain,
he couldn’t hear a word. The military commission
finally issued his release from the army. But then the
Doctor made a final effort to trick him, and said to
the soldier very quietly: “‘Go, you are free!” The
soldier started to run out of the office .

~ David realized that running will do him no
good. Therefore it states, although ‘‘he drove him”
vet he did not run but ‘‘departed’” slowly. . . He
understood that he must not run, but go slowly !
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to make this world a heaven on earth. Because we,
the inhabitants of this planet, are the kings for a
short period of time, of seventy years, which pass
by as quickly as a dream, like a shadow of a flying
bird. We come to this planet nude, and we leave
the same way. In order that we do not go away
from this world without anything at all, let us not
do like the fisherman does. A fisherman's business
is to sell fish (on Friday). You my friends, don’t
you be sel-fish, while you are on this world, which
is compared to a day before Sabbath, as the other
world is a world of total Sabbath and rest.

Therefore be active while you are on this earth,
the people, who for fear of mistakes do not do
anything, they have to realize that the one who
never makes mistakes does not usually make any-
thing, and we are all created for the sole purpose
of doing something worthwhile and good deeds.

MO Oh AN
ORATION No.2.

IGNORANCE IS THE CHILD OF IDLENESS

“It is better to labor and make a net, than to
stand by a stream and wish for fish.”

“They removed from Chazeroth and encamped in
Rithmah.”" Rashi commentates that the word Rith-
mah is mentioned in the psalms and it means a
deceitful tongue, which is like hot burning coal,
that looks cold on the surface.
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and what sort of comedy they are playing on him.
He knew that the secret must be resting with only
a few and they won’t tell him. So he befriended
himself with the biggest minister and authority in
the land, and intoxicated him. For he well knew, that
“what there is in a sober person’s lung, is on a
drunkard’'s tongue.” When the minister got good
and drunk, he told him this:

In the secret constitution of the land it says:
whoever comes in the exact moment of a certain
time, to the gates of the palace, he shall automatic-
ally become king of the land. But this is only for a
period of seven months. After the seven months,
when the period is up, a servant of the land, all
dressed in black, comes in unsuspectedly, and takes
the crown from the king, undresses him entirely
naked, and sends him away to a far away island,
where he is left to die of starvation. '

(The reason they have a king only for seven
months, is that they want to derive the most wis-
dom they can from each strange king, which will
benefit greatly the land).

The wanderer then saw the critical situation he
is in. Secretly he sent out trusted friends to that
island with implements and seeds to start planta-
tions all over that island.

After the seven months were up, and he came
to the island, it was like a heaven on earth.’
& % %

My dear reader! All I have written above is
being hereby referred to you. It's up to yourself,
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A ship laden with immigrants was traveling
on the ocean. A big storm broke out and smashed
the ship. All the passengers drowned except one
person who managed to grab on to a piece of
wreckage. He drifted very long with this piece of
wreckage until he reached an island. He got off
on the island and he first realized how hungry and
thirsty he was. Being that he saw no fruit or water
on the island, he gathered together his last bit of
strength and set out for search of food and water.
His thirst and hunger gave him renewed strength
and courage. He was wandering about a long time
until suddenly he saw before him a beautiful palace
with an iron gate surrounding it. The wanderer
understood that there must be guards inside of the
gate, and knocked on it. :

Soon the gates opened and a large number

of people came out, with a band playing, and the

. people were shouting: ‘‘Hurray! Here is our king!"
over and over again.

They cleaned him around, and clothed him
in beautiful silk garments, they placed a crown on
his head, and adorned him with precious jewels
and sparkling diamonds. They placed him in the
throne and his very words became law.

The greatest ministers and heads of various
departments came to him for advice on all matters.

The hardships this wanderer has gone through
in his young life, had made him very wise. And
now he realized that it was of utmost importance
to him, to find out what is going on all around him
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ORATION FOR ‘D’ DAY
*. .. And Moses wrote their departures for their
journeys by the order of the Lord."”

In a few simple and short sentences Moses
wrote up all the Jewish wanderings in the wilderness
(desert). Moses was the best writer of all times.
In a few words he told all that happened. And all
which we must learn and know until the end of our
lives.

A prominent writer once wrote a drama of a
lover who committed suicide. The editor com-
plained there were too many repetitions. The word
“taken” appeared there too many times. So the
writer rewrote the story, using the word taken only
once. ‘‘The desperate person took the no from his
sweetheart, his hat and coat, a bus to his hotel, the
elevator to his room, a glass of whiskey, a revolver,
and his life (taken his life means committed suicide)

A person’s life is like a joureny. All the pass-
engers want to go fast with the express. That's why
I say to you, educators of this world: Speak clearly,
briefly and to the point. Make the people under-
stand what they are to do in this world.

“Tell unto them this story’.
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of the members interrupted him and said: *‘Can you
tell me, Mr. Chairman, who is this lady, Ida Klein?
What has she done for our local? ! — It takes brains
and clear explanation, to make all the people realize
the deadly enemies we are up against, and that only
through unity and sacrifice God will help us to over-
come this grave situation we are in. We must use
all our resources and above all our brains if we are
to achieve a final victory!

A Frenchman was sent away to Germany for
slave labor. He told his wife, before leaving, that
when she will receive a letter from him, written in
black ink, she can be sure that every word is true.
But, should she receive from him a letter written in
red ink, she should know, that whatever he says in
the letter, he means to say just the opposite.

Weeks later, she received a letter written in
black ink, saying, that he is in the best of health,
and that the Nazis treat everyone very good. But
he is very miserable because he cannot get to buy
red ink, with which he likes to write.

The reason why we tease the Nazis with our
coming invasion, | can explain through the following
episode: A Jew was peddling roach powder. One
of his customers complained that the powder she
bought did not work. So the Jew said: *If you want
to get rid of the roaches, catch them and tickle them
under the arm until they laugh, and just when they
open their mouths to laugh, put in the powder.

My friends! We must tickle the Nazis, but the
trick is to put the gun powder into them.
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poned for any longer than the soldier’s sweetheart
who did not believe in hasty marriages, who said:
Let's wait until tomorrow! We must not be so cruel
as to let the Nazis pace the European continent,
and slaughter innocent people like sheep.

The poor ‘“‘fuehrer’” cannot sleep nights for
fear of the Allied Invasion. He paces the floor of his
hideout all night. But we shall prescribe for him a
fitting medicine: The best thing to' do is to spill a
a box of small nails on the floor, before he retires,
that will keep him from pacing the floor all night.

The tragedy is, that from a lot of nurses the
child is still hungry, and from large clouds, there is
little rain. Hitler does not receive enough rain of
‘bullets and bombs, which reminds me of the follow-
ing:

Two Jewish men were standing at the Wailing
Wall in Jerusalem. An English General came by
and asked them why they were crying? So one said:
“We are praying to God that Hitler should lose
the war”’! — You stupid fool!l— the other Jew ex-
claimed — The Army is liable to start depending
on us, after this. . . !

Therefore I say to you, dear Commanders of
the Allied Forces:— Do not depend on anybody
else! You do your job well and God will help you!
Actions are necessary, not words! There are many
people who do not understand words, anyway . . .

Once at a union meeting, the chairman had to
express the words ‘‘l decline”’, several times. One
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tients, and when he did not salute him, he raved:—
Why don’t you salute me?! I am Hitler! ] am even
greater than God! — The patient just laughed in
his face and said: ‘‘That is what they all say when
they enter here’’. This shows the wickedness and
brutality of Hitler, demading of such a sick person
to salute him.

And this is what | say to you, my friends:—
If you do not want to end up with the same fate as
Hitler, help the poor in a quiet way, do not abuse
him, by making a show of the situation. If you want
to be redeemed quickly from this wandering around
from country to country, without a homeland, don't
- be like clouds and wind without rain (proverbs 25).
Don’t boast falsely of gifts to the needy.

~A-

ORATION No. 2
THE WAR FOR SURVIVAL

‘Execute the vengeance of the children of Israel”.

My Friends !

In these hard times of a destructive war, there
are many people who offer their advice as to how
to bring the world on the road to a permanent
peace. In accordance with the above quotation, the

best and safest way is through a cemetery, in which
all the Nazis shall be buried. This shall not be post-
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\

n83p  each letter of which represents a wicked
person of the past centuries: The K means Korach,
the N means Nochosh (the serpent) ; the Alef means
Oifem—the chief baker for Pharaoh; the H means
Haman (Hitler) .Those characters were the symbol of
jealousy and corruption. — — The Nazis are fol-
lowing in the footsteps of these wicked people of
the past, and | hope they will end up the same way.

‘ A rich man invited a poor man to his home
for the Seder. The rich man poured for himself a
big glass of wine, and for the poor man a very small
glass of wine. When it came to the ceremony where
we have to spill out wine from the glass for the ten
plagues, which God brought upon the Egyptians,
blood, frogs, vermin, flies, etc. The rich man asked
the poor man: Why did Rabbi Jehuda abbreviate
all the ten plagues and made only three words out
of it? The poor man answered: ‘‘Since you have the
large glass of wine, you can have all the, plagues,
and I will have only the initials.

The same thing will happen to the Nazis: They
want too much, therefore they will have the plagues
of this war, and we will have only the initials.

The poor man was right in telling the rich man
to have all the plagues... There are many such types
that parade around exposing the poor, and make
him suffer a lot of abuse and shame, while all they
give him is a couple of beets and a box of salt for
Passover.

Hitler once went on an inspection tour through
an insane asylum. He went over to one of the pa-
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rich man’s son to ask his father why'Abel killed
Cain? — When he saw the Rabbi, the rich man
asked: How come, you should make such an error?
Did you forget that Cain killed Abel?! The Rabbi
then said: Isn't it remarkable! A story which occur-
red thousands of years ago, you haven’t forgotten,
while to send in your contribution you did forget!

Human beings are liable to forget, but God
never forgets, and whenever necessary he acts swift-
Iy!

A Gestapo agent complained to Hitler that in
the occupied countries no one has respect for the
Nazis. I left my suitcase on a depot in Norway, and
when | turned away for a minute, the suitcase was
gone. — Hitler then said: Don’t complain! I had it
much worse: | left my valise in my own Berlin on
the depot, and when | looked away for a minute,
the whole depot was gone. — '

This is what the prophet Malachi said: *‘] will
be a swift witness’'. Malachi saw in his vision the on-

rushing Yanks (the Allied Army).

Rabbi Eliazar Hakkappar said: (Ethics of the
Fathers, chapter.4) “Envy (jealousy) and too much
ambition take a man out of the world”. — —
These Nazis are awfully jealous people, and they
had too much ambition. They wanted to conquer
the whole world! Therefore they will be swiftly ta-
ken out from this world.

" In Hebrew the word ‘“‘jealousy’ is translated :
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swift witness against the adulterers, against those
that swear falsely, against those that withhold the
wages of a hired laborer, oppress the widow and
the orphan, and do injustice to the stranger, and
fear me not’’! ’

Why does the prophet end with these words:
*and fear me not”’? The answer is simple: Because
there are two different kinds of sinners. It happens
that a person sins because the circumstances bring
him about to it, — poverty or sickness, God forbid.
On such a person God has pity and defends him.

But those who do wrong because they aren’t
afraid of God, — those people He will not defend!
They will have to answer today — on this day of
judgement!

Why does the prophet use such an expression
as "“‘swift”’ and ‘‘near’’? — *‘I will come near to you
for judgement and | will be a swift witness”. —

I think the prophet sees the time when the
Jewish people will be relieved from this eternal
struggle, that God will gather them from all the
lands, from the East and from the West, and from
the North and from the South, and the Almighty
God will rush His redemption, because the Jewish
people cannot stand this torture and abuse any
more! It cannot be delayed any longer! ‘‘Blessed
be God, there is no forgetfulness with Him” —

(Ethics of the Fathers).

v A rich man forgot to send in his annual con-
tribution to the Congregation. The Rabbi told the



MATTOTH

ORATION FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAY

.

. . . according to all that proceedeth out of his

mouth shall he do”’.

Dear Friends!

Today is the day in which we all, and every inhabi-
tant of the entire world is brought up before the
great Supreme Court of the Universe. God Himself
is our lawyer and defender. The Almighty God is
defending us against the counsellor who is trying to
prove our guilt and convict us for our sins. Therefoce
we say in our prayers: ‘‘purity and rectitude are be-
fore His throne, loving kindness and tender mercy
are before His Glory.”” — God knows the heart of
every individual; he knows that no one really wants
to do anything bad. It may happen sometimes, that
a person is thrown off the righteous path by some
incident, which he afterwards fully regrets. — God
looks into the heart of the people on this day of the
great trial!

But if anyone is committing a wrong against
his fellow-men, God cannot forgive him, until this
wrong has been forgiven by the one who was mis-
treated. These are the exact words which the pro-
phet Malachi said in chapter 3: ‘“And I will come
near unto you to hold judgment, and I will be a
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when all the dead will rise to live again, and never
die any more.

This is also the reason, why Aaron, the High
Priest did not weep, or say anything at the death
of his two beloved sons. Now I can understand why
the old Jewish rabbi ran to the cemetery with the
sign that the Nazis ordered him to parade with - It
read: ““Out with the Jews, In with the Nazis"! —
So the Rabbi yelled to the dead: Jews get out!—
Nazis get in!

An anti-semite once complained to a jew:—
“wherever | go | find a jew there! Where can I find
a place without jews?” — The man answered him:
“Go to Hell, there you won't find any jews !”

I really don’t see why the Nazis shouldn’t feel
the fire of hell over- their heads, day and night,
without a let-up, so that they will finally realize
that this fire is a punishment direct from heaven,
for all their barbaric cruelties and destruction they
have brought upon the world!

To my estimation the best way to train these
Nazis, to become better people, is through the
purifying qualities of fire, this fire from heaven . ..
it is an old method for curing, which the bible pre-
scribes: ‘. . . a rain of brimstone and fire upon
* Sodom and Gomorah'!

L. 0. 6 6 &

[
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Once a prominent Jewish man forgot to pay
his fare on a trolley car. When he was home he re-
minded himself and he felt very embarrassed. So,
he wrote a letter of apology to the company and
sent them five cents in stamps to cover the unpaid
fare. A few days later this man received a letter of
thanks form the company, and also a pass for a
full year’s free riding on the Manhattan trolleys.
One of this man’s neighbors found out about it, and
also wrote a letter to the company, expressing his
regrets in having forgotten to pay his fare. He also
enclosed five cents in stamps, to show his honesty,
and at the end of the letter he wrote: Gentlemen!
Please send me also a free pass for a year's riding
on your trolley cars.

My friends! The reason why God did not
fulfill the desire of Moses, was because Moses had
to realize that no one can get a free pass to journey
an everlasting life. Not until they go through the
process of dying. Therefore the Talmud ‘‘Megilah”
says: On the seventh day of Adar Moses was born.
The Talmud states first the death of Moses, and
then his birth. Moses had to. die because from his
death the Sages in the Talmud learn that all the
dead will come to life again, as it says: then Moses
will sing! It doesn’t say: Moses sang, because he
will come to life again, and will sing again.

This is the reason why we say Kadish. We are
not supposed to grumble and be discouraged at the
death of our dear ones. We pray to God, that His
Name be hallowed through his miraculous deeds,
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AN ORATION TO ENLIGHTEN THE MEANING

- OF THE PRAYER “KADISH”.

“See the land which I have given unto the children

of Israel . . . then shalt thou also be gathered unto
thy people.”

My Friends ! ,

I am sure that you want some information regar-
ding the precious prayer ‘‘Kadish’’, which has been
“so strictly observed almost by all the Jewish people
in modern and orthodox congregations.

‘When God said to Moses, that he shall see
the land of Israel from the top of a mountain, then
he shall be gatehred unto his people, Moses prayed
515 prayers (Midrash) — he did not want to die.

It is\ really very difficult to understand why
God did not grant Moses his dearest wish, for which
he prayed so hard and craved for so wholeheartedly.
At all other times, when Moses prayed, God had al-
ways fulfilled his desire, although he prayed so
briefly, for instance when he said: Oh, God! Do

Thou Heal Her! — (na N3 SD&‘ 83 58)

| shall try to answer this question with the
following story: '
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How do we differentiate between the different
classes of guests? When a guest departs and the
**Machetonim’’ out of respect inquire as to his -
early departure, without urging him greatly to re-
main, it can be readily ascertained that this guest
is one of the unimportant ones. But when the next
of kin create a fuss over the departure of a guest,
imploring and beseeching him with tears in their
eyes, to remain, it can readily be seen that the de.
parted guest belongs to the category of important
and influential guests, whose presence constitutes
the life blood of the wedding party.

It is therefore fitting for me to remark, after
seeing all these important people gathered here
today, from high station in life, to pay their respects
to our beloved Esther Fruma Nerenestone, that

indeed a most highly regarded guest has just left our
midst. »

Eternity smiles with favor upon this Mrs.
Nerestone, because she has labored for the Eternal,
by bringing up such fine children! She did not live
for the temporal but contributed her share towards
the World to Come ! (which means in hebrew:—

LR35 B5Y PO NS s
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Therefore let us not be among ourselves as
they are towards us — be good to your fellowmen,
be charitable to the poor and be sympathetic and
tolerant towards all mankind! Above all be true
to Israel and our noble customs and traditions.

ORATION No. 2

MEMORIAL SPEECH

“May my soul die the death of the righteous,
and may my last end be like his.” '

The Gemorah (Eiruvin 54) states that this
world is likened to a wedding. We have three
classes of guests at a wedding. One is composed of
the next of kin, the most important guests, without
whom there can be no appropriate wedding. An.
other class is composed of good friends and business
associates. But the third class of guests are those
invited solely by reason of etiquette, and their
coming or failure to. come to the wedding is entirely
unimportant and immaterial. '

When the wedding supper takes place, there
is no difference in the treatment accorded all the
guests, no matter what their station in life may be.
Sometimes the third class, the unimportant guests,
attains better service and a better portion than the
important guests, '
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But in order that the Almighty God may grant
your wishes and desires, you must be goodhearted
to your fellowmen and charitable to the needy.

In Psalms XXXI we read: ‘| was forgotten as
a dead one, and became like a discarded utensil’’.
This reminds me of a true occurence right in this
city. One rich New Yorker was celebrating the mar.
riage of his youngest daughter with a truly kingly
reception. There was the best of foods and drinks;
the tables were set in the most magnificent manner.
The assembled guests consisted of the finest and
most prominent notables. At the end of the large
reception room in a corner, unnoticed and unattend.-
ed to, there also was a poor jew, who was sitting
there all dry and thirsty, But suddenly he noticed
a commotion among the guests, and before he knew
what happened, they were all converging upon him
with threats and accusations, that he stole the dia-
mond set antique wine.cup, that was missing from
one of the tables.

Bewildered and with tears in his eyes the poor
jew exclaimed in the words of David: | was forgot.
ten like a dead one! Until now no one even took
notice of my presence, but as soon as the cup has
disappeared, you've all turned on me with accusa-
tions! — This is very symbolic of our nation among
all the nations of the earth: As long as everything
is peaceful and quiet, and every nation has their
needs, we are left alone. But as soon as things go
wrong with them the Jew is at fault! The Jew wants
wars! The Jew — whose life ambition is for Peacel
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The wealth is in their hands — means, they
have control to use tne money for charitable and
useful purposes. Otherwise the Medrash makes no
sense, for how could the ocean see and run?

We often see people who, when they were
poor, they were good hearted, fine human beings.
But as soon as they got rich, they forget their friends
and neighbors and ofttimes even their own family.
For those people can be truly said, that wealth was
not a blessing to them, but a curse ! As the money
has turned their warm humane hearts into stone !
As the Prophet Ezekiel laments: ““And 1 shall take
-away the heart of stone from your body’.

The Talmud tells us that a Bridegroom was to
be asked: ‘‘Motzo or Moitze'’ — which means, —
If you are searching for a friend in life, a good,
honest and responsible wife, and your main object
is true friendship, not money, then you will find her
in your life. (The words ‘‘motzo yisho,” indicate
that he is only looking for a éood woman . . . while
the words “‘moitze yisho’ are in conjunction with
other words that hints money).

With the same Talmudic quotation | now
address our dear bridegroom: Motzo Yisho Motzo
Tov. — You have found your true friend in life —
therefore you have found the best and dearest to
you, and the Almighty God will always be with you

to guide you and grant you all your wishes and
desires.
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A WEDDING ADDRESS

Worthy guests and dear friends:—

When Balaam was called upon to curse the
Hebrews and instead began to bless them, he said:
“Who can count the dust of Israel”’! He foresaw a
long and endless chain of generations upon genera-
tions, of the children of Israel ! And in spite of all
the hardships and persecutions the Hebrews will be
subjected to, Israel will never vanish from the earth.
Therefore, we may well consider every Jewish wed.
ding as another link in the endless chain of genera.
tions of Israel, and another blow to the antisemitic
and evil forces !

But, my friends, we must also understand the
importance and sanctity that the jewish home must
represent.

The Medrash, in his commentary on the quo.
tation: ‘“The sea saw it and ran away’’, explains
that he saw the Israelites approaching with the
wealth of Mitzrayim in their hands. By which we
can learn that when the mighty sea realized that
the Israelites are not the slaves of wealth, but, on
the contrary, they are the masters of it, he gave way
to them out of respect to their Godly attributes.

— 45—



BOOK OF NUMBERS

They can also select who can hang near Hitler:
Streicher, Himmler, Goebels, or Goering.

They can also hang Ribentrop or Von Papen
but they must all be on the gallows to make up the
fourteen points. — And if they don’t surrender by
‘the end of this year, they will perish from the earth.
We shall put the evil out from the midst of us.

These fourteen points are the symbol of right-
eousness. Because the Nazis have burned our sacred
Torah, which our forefather Jacob had learned
fourteen years in Shem-eber. But first we must give
a lot of charity that we should be able to live and
see it. It has to be real charity, not like the person
who went around gathering charity. Someone asked
him, who it was for; so he said for a poor family.
The donor then said to him: you are really doing
a good deed, gathering charity for someone else’s
family. This is not such a big wonder, the man ans-
wered, the other man across the street is gathering
now charity for my family. — Such is not charity!

It is only like the rich people — they give with one
hand and take it back with the other.

Once on a warm Sabbath day a Rabbi went
into a synagogue wearing a fur hat. The people
asked him: Rabbi, why do you wear a fur hat on
such a warm day? So he said: The Sabath here is
very much cold . . . meaning that the jewish people
have been cooled off to their religion, and the ob-
servance of the Sabbath day.

'My friends! We must remember that without
the care of God we cannot live.
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Egypt, for feeding them in time of famine! — —

Joseph never forgot the one who did unto him
a good deed. Joseph said: my master had commit-
ted all that he hath into my hand. How then can |
do this great evil and sin against God?!

Therefore the ocean fled when it saw Joseph.
The ocean realized that it had to do the fighting,
and not the lightning, or thunder, or any other host
‘of heaven, for their punishment had to be by the
very means wherein they sinned. —

Our parents have done everything in their
power for us, so let's not forget them!

I once noticed on board of a Boston Express
train a drunkard holding a return ticket. When I
asked him where he was going to, he said he didn’t
know. So I jokingly said: — with such a morale
you could end up in hell (God forbid). Then the
drunkard pointed to his ticket and said: It's O. K., I
have a return ticket.

Let us give charity on this Yiskor day, in the
names of our departed, for their souls, and we won't
need any return tickets, because with our charity
we will bring their souls into the Garden of Eden.

With the charity we donate now God will help -
us that the war will end soon and Nazi Germany will
surrender to our fourteen points like in the previous
war. Here are the fourteen points:

The Germans must hang Hitler but they can
hang him in any city they want, in Berlin, Munich,
Nuremberg, or even in Hamburg.

They must also hang thirteen of Hitler's best
and closest friends.
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reason why these two days are called almost alike.
Purim and Yom Kipurim — the translation in Heb-
rew of the word *““Yom Kipurim'’, means: a day like
Purim.

I have a question to ask: Why does the Torah
say: remember what Amalek did to you; You shall
not forget”. By adding these extra words, the Torah
emphasizes something very important. — The per-
son that remembers who did him wrong, will also
not forget the one that does him good. The person
who forgets the one who did him a good deed,
could easily forget in God also! (So say the sages,
blessed be their memory).

On the sentence *‘the sea saw it and fled”.

(Psalms) the Rabbis commentate: what had the sea

seen? And they say: he saw the casket of Joseph.

This tale inspires many questions: How can the sea

- see? And why did Joseph’s casket make such a

strong . impression upon the ocean, that as soon as
it saw the casket, it fled?

The key to this miraculous story can be
found in the following explanation: Nature is always
+in the service of God to do the repaying of the de-
served payment, at a time when someone else can’t
do it. This is the reason why the ocean didn’t want
to mix into a war between Israel and Egypt. The
ocean thought at first, that Israel is capable of
fighting its own battle, but as soon as it saw Joseph's
casket it reminded itself that Israel like Joseph can-
not fight the Egyptians, although the Egyptians have
done great harm to Israel, they drowned their sons!
_But Israel cannot forget the old debt they owe to
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Oration for the Memorial Services of Yom Kippur

As soon as the King of Arad had heard that
Aaron departed into eternity, he immediately began
warring with Israel. (Rdshi commentates that this
King of Arad was an Amalek, and that he was just
posing as a Canaanite). Centuries later the Persian
anti-semite (also an offspring of Amalek) planned
to kill all the Jews in the month of Adar. He figured
the same way as the King of Arad, that the month
of Adar is unlucky for the Jewish people, because
Moses died in that month. But these anti-semites
forget that a good soul never dies, and the soul of
Moses stood up before the Almighty God and pray-
ed, and defended us. Then God changed it for us
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning and death
into a day of feasting and entertainment. Therefore
the Jews make the fourteenth day of Adar a day of
joy, and of sending gifts to the needy.

4 The Torah says: Remember what Amalek did
unto thee. Thou shalt not forget to blot out the re-
membrance of Amalek from under the Heavens.

Therefore at this memorial service we shall
remember the soul of Moses and of all departed
ones, because they pray for us to God, and defend
us from the Amalekim. But just like on that day of
Adar, also on this day we have to give to the needy
and the poor, charity and gifts. — This may be the
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mony was about to begin, he reminded himself that
he forgot to invite the rabbi, who would conduct
the ceremony and say the blessings. So the rich man
asked one of the entertainers to say the blessings.
The actor assumed a religious expression, and be-
gan: Since there is no rabbi, let us all rise and thank

God! —

You understand, my friends? How we have
failed our Torah ! They were thanking God that
they had no rabbi!

There is another question to be asked: Why

do we pray that the Almighty should write us down

"in the book of life? Suppose our names are not

written down in the book, wouldn't God remember?

The answer is this: To write you must have clean

flat paper. The best paper is made from old torn
rags. And this is what we say:

Almighty God! See how the nazis have batter-
ed and ripped us into pieces! Make an end to these
persecutions! — Let’s hope that our scouts are col-
lecting old paper for the war effort. And with this
old paper we will hang Hitler ‘‘the paper-hanger’.
(I hope that I didn't do the opposite and turned
this good paper into rags. — Sol Kaplan, son of

the author).
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took his family and went traveling over the world,
looking for work. Once, while asleep, he heard
screams: Fire!l Fire! We're on fire! The man quickly
awakened his family and told them to carry out all
their belongings into the street, while he, himself,
grabbed a pail and started pouring water on the fire.
When the fire was out, the children asked him:—
Daddy! do you remember, when we lived in the
city, and a fire broke out, you never used to carry
anything out of the house. You used to sit calmly,
and never made any effort to put out the fire. —
The father then answered: Well, when we lived in
the big city everything was insured against fire acci-
dents. All the houses were built of brick and cement,
and above all we had professional firemen to put
the fire out. But here we are in a small village, with
houses of wood and straw, we have no firemen
to save us; and we have no insurance to cover any
losses! Therefore we must save all we can!

Do you know, my friends? When I speak of
the firemen, I mean the Rabbis who learn the Torah.
The Torah is called “the fire”, the Torah is also the
insurance company. — In the past we celebrated
Yom Kippur as a holiday because we weren't afraid
of any fire. The fire of the Torah protected us —
fire cannot attack fire! But today we are afraid. We
cry on Yom Kippur and we pray to God that His
fire shouldn’t touch us; that we should remain living
as the fire of the Torah is not so strong at us now...

It so happened that a rich man was celebrat-
ing his golden wedding anniversary. When the cere-
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for! Would you say that they did the right thing?
Now you, the Lord of Hosts! I mean you! You are
king of all the kingdoms. You have created such a
big world and everything in it. So why can’t you give
me at least one child?! Give unto thy servant a
man-child! ,

. The Talmud gives its commentary on these
words, that Hannah said particularly: ‘’a man-child’’.
By this Hannah meant to express: | don’t want my
son either too tall or too short, nor too white or
too dark, etc. But she wanted him to be an exact
image of man among all the rest of the men —

Why did not she want him to be a little taller
than the average person? Because a tall person can’t
quite very well associate with a short person, and
she wanted her son to care for everybody, and do
good to mankind.

God fulfilled her prayer. Samuel was so great,
“as important as Moses and Aaron combind’’.

My Friends!

A man once asked me: Why was Yom Kippur once
celebrated by the Jews as the biggest holiday?—
(The Gemorah Taanis on page 26 says so). And
today, we are crying on Yom Kippur, and with
trembling lips we are praying to the Almighty God
that he grant us another year of life!

On this subject I will give you a parable

A man who was very rich, became poor. So he
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(HAFTORAH)

WHAT A PRAYER CAN DO.
A NEW YEAR SERMON

‘... And all the people said unto Samuel: Pray in
behalf of thy servants that we may not die’’.

(Samuels 12)

The Talmud in Berochos p. 31, states that
Samuel was just as important as Moses and Aaron
combined together. (This in itself proves how true
the Talmud is: It does not deny that there can be
greater people even than Moses himself, and we
shall make no human being for a God).

Now, how did it happen that Samuel was such
a great person? The answer is simple: His mother
Hannah had prayed to God for it. Hannah had
crowned the Lord with a new name. She called him

“The Lord of Hosts””. x5y ;7 This is what she
said: :

“God, I want to ask you a question: If a king
made a banquet and the tables had on them every-
thing of the best that a person can think of. In came
a poor man and asked for a piece of bread to still
his hunger and they did not want to look at the poor
man. They did not even want to hear what he asked
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have a confession to make to you ! I am the one
who placed the poison in your coffee, which is the
cause of your dying now ! — And he broke out in
tears.

We too, cry on the New Year, praying to God
that we may be spared the situations of having to
deal with the wolves in a wolfish way, as we cannot
be so brutal as they are, even though it may be in
a struggle for survival and we had to act like the
fox: “for their bite is the bite of the fox™ (FEthics
of the Fathers).

My friends ! | want to tell you once more, that
you should pray to God with truth and wholeheart-
edly. You should understand every word you are
saying. You should not rush your prayers, as Lord
Beaconfield did rush through his first speech in
- Parliament. He was very nervous and he spoke so
fast, that when he finished, the head speaker ap-
proached him and said: Lord, you made a very fine
speech! But tell me, why didn’t you eat any break-
fast? — The lord wondered, and said: “It is really
true that | had no breakfast this morning, but how
did you know?! — The speaker replied: | saw you
swallow whole paragraphs, when you spoke !

My friends! You should cry a little too, but
please don’t cry like the jews cried in the desert...
Those were very silly tears . .

X ¥
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The fox then exclaimed: ‘King Solomon said:
The righteous is delivered out of distress and the
wicked cometh in his stead.” (Proverbs, chapt. 11)

But now a question arises: How did the fox
take such a chance in risking his life, by going down
in the pail? Suppose the wolf didn’t go in the other
pail, he would have lost his life ! The answer is
simple : '

The fox placed in each pail a stone of equal
weight, but each stone was heavier than himself.
If the wolf would not come down in the other pail,
the fox could have thrown out the stone from his
pail, and the weight of the stone in the other pail
would have pulled him up. — At the same time the
color of the stone appeared to the wolf as that of
meat, and that induced him to come down.

This reminds me of another episode:

It happened once that a soldier, home on fur-
lough, was called to the death bed of his partner,
(they both owned a chemical plant).

When the soldier arrived, the partner said to
him: “l have a confession to make, before 1 die’
In your absence I have embezzled $20,000.00 and
sold the new secret formula we developed, to our
competitors, for half a million dollars. Then I gave
some personal letters which were in the safe, to your
wife, and that gave her grounds to divorce you.

After he heard all this, the soldier said: I, too,
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**. .. And all the congregation lifted up their voices,
and cried aloud, and the people wept.”

The world asks: Why is it that the Jews, on
New Years, get together into the synagogues and
spend the whole day in prayers? We also cry and
say Psalms. After all it is a holiday and not a day of
mourning ! Then why do we do away with the holi-
day? All the other nations, when their new year
comes along, enjoy themselves, by making parties,
drink and dance.

I shall explain this by relating to you the fol-
lowing story: The wolf wanted to kill the fox. So the
fox said to the wolf: If you won’t kill me, I will take
you to a place where we can eat a lot of meat
and cheese. The fox brought him to a well. Over
the well was a board with a pail at each end. When
one pail goes down, the other one goes up, just
like a scale. The fox went into a pail and went
straight down. The reflection of the moon in the
water made it look like a round cheese. The fox said
to the wolf: ‘“‘get into the other pail, and come
down”’, the wolf jumped into the other pail and
went down into the well, meanwhile lifting the other
pail with the fox in it. The wolf soon realized that
he was tricked, and began to scream: get me out of
here! there’s no cheese herel
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passing the street on the way to his store, some of
the boys were teasing him, ‘‘Jew! Jew!" This an-
noyed him so much that he was ready to close up
and leave town. One day he placed an ad in the pa-
per, saying, if the gentile boys will line up in front of
the post office in double file, and call him *‘Jew”,
each one of them would receive a nickel. This the
boys did and they received their money. The next
day he advertised that if they will do the same thing
he will pay three cents to each. Again they did it,
and they got their money. But on the third day he
was offering only one cent for doing it. This offer
- did not attract them any more, and they did not
appear at all.

This proves that the wisdom of God's Torah
helps the Jewish people in their distress, in a time
when they find themselves on the ‘‘Shangri-la™ (in
no man's land) — (Quotation from President F.
D. Roosevelt about General Doolittle).
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you think I am having a good time here! Now you
see how I have to suffer’!

My friends, some of you think that we, the
scholars of the Torah, live in luxuries, but it is not
true. We really have very little out of lifel

The Jewish scholars are like a brand plucked
out of the fire, as we suffer from wars and conflicts
more than anybody else. Do you know why? Be-
cause the word ‘‘con-flict’” means in yiddish: who-
ever can, plucks us.”

In the book of Psalms (Psalms 41) it says:—
“Happy is he that cares for the poor, on the day of
evil the Lord will deliver him.”” The proper transla-
tion of the Hebrew text should not say ‘‘cares for
the poor” but it should say: “Happy is the man that
is wise to the poor’.

The reason the translation reads ‘‘cares” is,
because the expression ‘‘wise to the poor” doesn’t
make sense. But I will show you that it does.

There is an old Russian saying: ‘‘Duren daye‘,
a razumni bere[ ”* (The fool gives and the wise one
takes). So blessed is the man who helps the poor
one to be wise, and be able to take something. The
Torah is the greatest: wisdom ! So let us all learn
and be wise. . . :

In a certain southern city, there was a Jew who
owned a Departmnt store. Everytime the Jew was
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will almost hear it say: Taste me! I'm delicious! —
Yet while you taste it, its bitter and you throw it
away disappointedly. While the other fruit does not
look attractive at all. But when you bite into it, it is
sweet as you like it and want it to be.

The same with synagogues. Some are beautifu-
ly decorated on the outside but on the inside they
are empty. And some synagogues are not so nice on
the outside, but inside of them there are many
worshippers, praying and studying the Torah and
the word of God.

My friends! Our synagogue can be compared to
the fruit of sweet and good taste! To our synagogue
fits the sentence from ‘“‘Song of Songs”: ““Thou art
beautiful my friend, and also pleasant’.

While I am quoting from the ““‘Song of Songs’’,
I shall quote another one: “‘And thy palate is like
good wine” 5y 1915 7om The words of the Torah
are like good wine. I am sure that like many other
Rabbis I too, am a worshipper of this sort of wine,
— which reminds me of a story:

The wife of a drunkard was crying and plead-
ing with him in a saloon: ‘"While you are having a
good time the children and I are starving” | — *‘All-
right, allright! — said the drunkard — I will go
home, but just drink one toast with me before I go™'.
The woman gulped the whiskey and nearly chocked
crying: but it's so bitter! It's so bitter!

“Now you see, — said the drunkard — and
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"Nor~wgy" means, ‘it does nothing but hurt us”.
AP NI because we haven't got a land of our cwn.

We have spilled our blood on many battle-
fields, and for many countries in the world: But a
land of our own we haven’t got.

An American general once asked a soldier if
he was ready to die for his country?

— First I'll be ready to help the enemy die for
his country! — answered the soldier.

My friends! It is about time that we have our
own land with a holy temple, where we could wor-
ship God. We should not be any more “like a brand
plucked out of the fire’’. But we should be like an:
apple tree among the trees of the forest.

A synagogue is the fruit from the tree of life.
Those who support it will gain happiness. Its ways
are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace.
Because in the synagogue is the Ark which contains
the Law that Moses gave to Israel. And the Law
is a tree of life to those who grasp it.

In these times when death and destruction are
reigning all over the world, we must turn to the
fruits of life — the synagogue, because all its paths
are pleasantness and peace.

There are two kinds of fruit which grow on trees
One is so beautiful and tempting that the passerby
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says, that before our Mesiah will arrive, and the
dead will come to life, you, Nazis, will go around
murdering and killing, — well you have murdered
enough people, and it is about time that our Mesiah
came, and all the dead came to life again.

The wisdom of the Rabbi and the intelligence
of the Talmud saved the Rabbi's life, and he re-
mained between the dead and killed, like *‘a brand
plucked out of the fire”.

My father told me, that he once was standing and
talking to another merchant in the city of Kiev. The
other merchant had no ‘“‘residence rights” for Kiev.
When a policeman passed, the merchant became pa-
nicky and wanted to run away. My father thought
quickly, and told the jew to remain where he was,
while he, himself, began to run away. The policeman
suspecting him to be in the wrong, gave chase. When
he caught up with him, and my father presented his
passport, the policeman asked him: Why did you
run away? — Oh, that one is a big nuisance! | just
tried to get rid of him! — Meanwhile the other
merchant walked away calmly, grateful to my father
for saving him all that trouble. — The wisdom of
the Talmud stood by my father to protect people.

'The synagogue binds us together with the Torah.
It may sound peculiar to your ears, when I will state,
that we are already too long in the land of Norway.

Of course we jews are spread out throughout

many countries, but in plain yiddish the word —
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BEHALOTECHA
(HAFTORA)

ORATION No. 2
APPEAL TO SUPPORT THE SYNAGOGUE

... Isn’t this a brand plucked out of the fire?"'—
(Zechariah 2)

My dear friends!

I am going to relate to you an episode, which
will show you how necessary it is to uphold the syn-
agogues and the Torah.

When the Nazis pounced upon Warsaw, they
killed every Jew and all the other inhabitants of the
city. As they entered a synagogue they saw an old
Rabbi, who was the only survivor. The Nazi called
out: Rabbi, I shall let you live, if you do as [ say !
But you will have to wear my special brand of
‘tzizis' — and he tore off the real ‘tzizis' the rabbi
was wearing, substituting them with a sandwich sign
reading: ‘‘Jews get out, Germans come in""!

The Rabbi grabbed the sign, kissed it, and ran
out. The Nazis followed him. He stopped at a
Jewish cemetery and began to call out: ““Jews get
out, Nazis come in’’| The Nazis then asked him:—
Don’t you know that the dead can’t hear you? ! —
— Sure, — answered the Rabbi, — but our Talmud
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us in the book of maintenance and sustenance” ?—
-Very simple.

A man once came to me and asked me for a
donation towards helping a healthy pauper. I noticed
that the man was stressing the word ‘‘healthy’” seve-
- ral times. So I asked him why he emphasizes the
fact that the poor person was healthy. The man
answered: The Talmud (Kesuboth p.110) says: a
change of diet makes the intestines sick. And this
poor man has nothing to eat even on the Sabbath,
obviously his intestines are healthy — That’s the
reason why we pray so many times ‘‘Inscribe us in
the book of maintenance and sustenance’’, so that
we shouldn’t be healthy paupers, but healthy people
Even though we may be rich and change our diets
occasionally ‘

I want to bless you on this New Year day, that
you shall not suffer, God forbid, from a weak heart.
Because, once on a trip to Lakewood I noticed that
a man was getting off on every main station, to buy
a ticket to the next stop. So, I'asked him: ‘‘Mister!
Why don’t you buy a ticket straight to Lakewood?
The man answered: My doctor told me that I may
die at any moment from heart trouble, so "vhy should
I buy a ticket to Lakewood and waste some two
dollars and change’”!

Therefore I bless you, my friends, that you may
not have a weak heart, and not be afraid to give
charity for a synagogue. Because you will really live
long with God’s help, and you will need the syna-
gogue for many happy occasions.
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mistook the driver sitting inside the coach, for the
Rabbi, and they began showering him with all kinds
of talmudical questions. Then the driver said: Such
simple questions you ask me?! Even my horsedriver
can answer them! '

Although I am not the most famous Rabki in
New York, (not even in Brownsville), I can answer
many a question with some parable.

Now, to answer the question: why we say so
many times in our prayers, ‘‘inscribe us in the book
of life”’, I shall give you another parable.

A commander of an army camp noticed one
of his soldiers picking up one piece of paper after
another, from the ground, and keep throwing them
away, repeating: no, that’s not it! that’s is not it!—
Suspecting some mental disorder he ordered the
soldier examined by the camp physician. The sol-
dier was declared by the physician weak-minded,
and was given his discharge papers.

The soldier grabbed the discharge papers and
yelled out: That’s it! This is the paper I was looking
for! —

My friends! We, Jews, are also looking for a
discharge paper — a paper that will free us from
the long, torturous nights of wandering without a
home and country! Oh. God! Inscribe us on such a
paper ! :

What do we mean when we say so repeatedly
in our prayers on the High Holy Days: *‘Inscribe
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In the old country a woman and her baby were
traveling through a forest, dressed very lightly; a
frost broke out, which could freeze them to death.
The driver put the baby in his bosom; he threw the
mother off the wagon and he drove off The mother
started running after the wagon and hollered:—
Murderer! Give me at least back my baby! — After
a while when the driver saw the mother perspiring,
he took her back on the wagon. The woman could
not understand why the driver threw her off the
wagon.

My friends! You, too, cannot understand the
reason why we always run from-country to country.
As soon as we show signs of warm feelings for
the poor, God will gather us and install us in our
homeland, Eretz Isroel, for ever and ever.

“For my house shall be called a House of Pray-
er for all the nations’.

My friends! You should not be as cold as the
rich man, when his poor brother came to him. he
asked: How is it that you came on such a warm day?
—— Because you have such a cold heart, | came to
you to cool off — came the poor brother's answer.

This parable reminds me of a story about the
most famous Rabbi from Vilna. Fle was on his way
to Warsaw. When the driver got tired he said to him:
go inside the wagon and rest, and I will drive. Upon
arrival into Warsaw, the coach was met by a dele-
gation of prominent men and great scholars, who,
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man — The driver rides together with the passenger,
and his life is in the same danger as the passenger’s.
But the surgeon operates on someone else’s body,
not being in danger of life himself !

You hear, brothers and sisters all over the world!
Don’t be like the doctors and rabbis who operate on
someone else’s pocket, to give charity for the Russian
War relief and other such things. You, you yourself
be the first to give.

And if you want to know how much charity to
give? I will tell you. You should do like the young
married couple did. They sent out invitations to their
friends to come and visit them in their new home.
It read like this: *“You are cordially invited to visit
us in our new home. The door of our house is not
locked and no one will stop you, just give the door
a good push with your foot and come in. The guests
took the hint: it meant, the guests should come with
" their hands so loaded up with gifts, that they will
have to open the door with their foot.

This sentence which I used as the theme of my
sermon expresses the same. — ‘‘You shall come into
the House of the Lord with joy, with trumpets and
with charity well loaded”. '

As Simon the Just used to say: ‘‘The world is
based upon three things: upon the Torah, upon the
Temple services, and upon the practice of charity’.

If you want to know why we Jews are suffering
so much, without a home and country of our own,
I will give you a parable.
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They both had the same education. So why should
my son have deserted his religion?”

Then the other man answered: True, that they
both attended the same school, but you relied en-
tirely upon the school, without making'any effort to
give him your personal supervision and training. I,
for my part, did not neglect my son. He was always
receiving punishment when he was doing wrong.
And now, in the Army “‘he can take it"’. Therefore,
all the fasting days we observe are good training
for us to be accustomed to any rough times we may
meet in our lifetime. We would, thus, be able to un-
dergo many hardships and still cling to our religion.

My doctor was telling me that they brought in
a very sick person to his hospital for an operation.
Before the person was to be opeated on, he said:—
“Doctor! Before you operate on me, I want to know
how many operations you performed? Did any pa-
tient die from any of your operations? Have you a
light hand, and a good memory, to be sure not to
leave any instruments inside my belly, etc.”

Listen Mister! — answered the surgeon — when

you are in a hurry to go somewhee and grab a taxi

will you start asking so many questions? You know

that many accidents occur due to the driver's negli-

gence? Still people ride in taxis! — Statistics will

prove to you that mapy more people die from auto
accidents than from cperations!

Oh, but there is a difference! — said the sick
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AN ORATION FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS

.

. . . And if ye go to war against the oppressor
that oppreseth thee, then shall ye blow an alarm
with the trumpets.”

Many a person has asked me why we must fast
at certain times in the year. And why do we say so
many times ‘‘inscribe us in the book of life”, during
the High Holy Day prayers.Although there are many
answers to this question, the simplest explanation I
can give is as follows:

In Europe they have compulsory service after
the boy has reached a certain age. There were two
boys who attended the same school and received the
same education. After they graduated they were
called to serve in the Army. Both boys were sending
letters home, in which they were telling of the rough
treatment they were receiving there. Finally one of
the -boys stopped writing letters home. The father
became worried and went over to the other man,
who promised to inquire from his son about the boy.
The answer came, that the other boy converted to
christianity and left the religion of his people On
receiving this shocking news, the poor father began
to cry, became hysterical and in his woeful voice he
was saying: “‘Both our sons went to the same school.
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Therefore I say to you, my dear worshippers!
Make your pledges now, and promise to bring them
in immediately after the holidays, and with your
generous contribution you will help maintain our
synagogue which is truly a beacon of light for those
who seek true spiritual guidance.

The souls of your dear ones will truly rejoice in
the knowledge that their beloved have donated for
their sacred memory. To them will be said in Heaven
Rejoice, for the Torah is in your hands — because,
the hand of the children is the same as the hand of
the parents, and you, dear children have donated to-
wards the support of the Torah, which means that
you thereby have gained the Torah and have it in
your hands!

I sincerely hope that you will obey me as you
would your doctor, because even if | am not an M D
I am a G D — that is a Good Doctor of the soul . . .
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the hand that helps and contributes towards the
study of the Torah, is the hand that can proudly say:
I carry the Torah! For that hand has actually helped
carry on the study of the Torah, and therefore it
“carried’’ the Torah and divine knowledge towards
the progress it has reached.

The Torah says: *‘Noson Teeten' —give, thou
shalt givel — a double expression of the word
“give”’ ... We may well ask, why the repetition of
the same word? ‘‘Thou shalt give”” would certainly
carry the same meaning !

I shall illustrate this by an episode that has
occured, in my synagogue:

A visiting Rabbi was delivering an address, during
which he intimated that he is in need of help, and
would gratefully accept if offered same.

At the end of his address, a young man came
over to him and said: Rabbi! I will give you the
sum you need, but | want no one else to give, and
no collections are to be made here.

This generous offer surprised me, and I called
the young man over, asking him: What do you care
if others will give, too? — His answer came: Rabbi,
Zedakah (aid to needy) enriches a man, and I don’t
want everyone but me to be rich . . .

Our Torah foresaw such ‘‘generosities’’, and
has ordered us to ‘'give and let give”’, — *‘Noson
Teeten” — You give Zedakah, and let also others
give Zedakah, for it is a great privilege to give and
be able to give, instead of taking, and having to ac-
cept what others will give” . ..

—20—



RABBI NOAH KAPLAN

My Friends!

On this occasion of Yiskor, 'the prayers for the
departed, I wish to state that although they are
dead, and have passed into the realm of eternity
beyond any physical pain or suffering, those de-
parted also need atonement and forgiveness, as the
Holy Torah says: ‘‘Forgive to Israel thy folk, that
Thou hast redeemed . . . "On this the great com-
mentator ‘‘Syfri’’ explains, that the word “‘Podeeso”
(redeemed) pertains to the Exiles from Egypt; and
although that generation has long passed into eterni-
ty, they still need a “Kaparah™, an atonement and
forgiveness, )

During our life’s span, the physical demands
of our body compels our soul to strive and work for
the provision of its physical needs. Just like the bull
under the yoke knows not the results he brings, but
that he pulls the plow as directed, so our soul must
in most cases comply with the physical requests of
our body, thus profaning its holy origin, while being
enslaved by our earthly requirements.

The Talmud says: ‘It is good for him that

cometh into the great beyond with his knowledge
of the Torah in his hand’'!

The question then arises: How can anyone
hold knowledge in his hand? The only place for it
can be the head, the mind and not the hand, which
can only hold physical things and not spiritual, as
knowledge must be.

But this allegorical expression simply means
what it says: Yes, it is the hand that can bring about
the study of the Torah and the Divine Knowledge,
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The reply came:— I want the rooster to teach my
son to say his prayers. — In still greater surprise,
the Rabbi retorted: But, my dear man, why just a
chicken, for that you need a teacher, but certainly
not a fowl!? No! No! exclaimed the farmer — a
chicken won't eat much, will make a good dish in
the end, and to the bargain will teach my child to
read the book—for | well remember, that my father
has done the same — he used to pick out a good
looking, educated rooster, and holding him high
over his head, allowed him to look into the prayer-
book, and repeated after him every word he read...

(The custom was to hold a rooster over the
head and say a prayer, on the day before. Yom
Kippur).

May we be spared of similar ignorance, and
the teachings of a rooster. . .

bRATION No. 2
YISKOR
*...ONE spoon TEN shekels of GOLD, FULL . ..
From this sentence you can derive the thought

that whoever gives charity One Dollar of each Ten,

he will get rich, as it says ONE TEN—GOLD FULL.

— 18—
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Therefore Moses hurriedly called upon God to
show him His Glory, the Tefilin containing a state-
ment of Israel being His chosen one, his Gloryt
And the Almighty has heeded to his plea, and as-
sured him that He has not broken His part of the
Contract, but He also showed Moses the reason for
adhering to it — He showed him the ‘‘Kesher”, the
knot he has tied, the contract he has gone into with
our Forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that for
the sacred memory of our Forefathers He will for-
give them and keep His faith with them.

My friends! We can readily see that Tefilin
are an honorable badge, that God has honored us
to carry, even the same badge that He Himself al-
ways is proud to adorn his Glory with. Moreover
the knot of the ‘“Shel Rosh”, serves as the symbol
of God’'s contract with Israel, His chosen folk !

Who would be so careless or thoughtless as to
discard the greatest badge of honor, bestowed upon -
him by his King?! Aye, the very badge of honor,
the King himself is proud to wear! — How much
more proud and glorified should we feel, when we
have been decorated with the highest badge of
honor, by the King of Kings, the Lord of the Uni-

verse |

Unfortunately, there are many people ignorant
of the great and holy significance of Tefilin. They can
truly be compared to the ignorant farmer who once
came into the city and asked the rabbi to find for
him an educated rooster. Bewildered, the Rabbi
asked him: why do you want an educated chicken?

_— 17—
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BAR MITZVAH SPEECH

*_. .. One spoon of TEN shekels of GOLD"—
Rashi commentates that the Ten Shekels symbolize
the Ten Commandments. My, opinion is that the

Gold is to forgive for the Golden Calf.

The Torah tells us that Moses asked the Al-
mighty G-d to show him his Glory !

On this the great Gaon commentary ‘‘Rashi’,
elaborates in answering: G-d has shown Moses the
“Kesher” of the Tefilin, the knot, the binding to-

gether.

A double question may be asked relating this:
one, did not Moses know that no human can see
God? The other question is: why did the Almighty
show him the “knot of the Tefilin"?

B The Talmud “Berachath” says: The Tefilin
that God adorns Himself with, contain the chapter:
“Mee K'Amcho Isroel Goy Achod B’'Oretz”’, —
*Who can compare to Thy folk, Israel’’! —

When Moses came down from Heaven to find
that Israel has sinned with the ““Sin of the Calf”,
that they have accepted another god, and thus lost
their standing of being the ‘‘chosen ones”, Moses
was afraid that God would also break his ties with
Israel and discard the adornment of the Tefilin,
. containing the statement that Israel is His chosen
folk, because they have now betrayed Him | —

—16—.
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My dear man, that is no complaint in a time of
labor shortage. You are better off that your wife is
cooking herself, and you don’t require a cook.

A man memorized two speeches perfectly., He
spoke in a synagogue, and it was so good, that the -
people elected him rabbi. Since he knew only two
speeches, he pretended to be sick. A doctor was
sent to him. Upon his examination he found nothing
wrong with him. So he said to the man: You will
have to tell me what ails you? — I can’t’speak!—
the man answered. — My dear man, said the M.D.,
before me you don’t have to be bashful, better tell
me the truth! — | can’t speak! the man insisted.—
The Doctor then realized what he meant and he or-

dered the congregation to give the rabbi a long
rest.. :

I hope, my friends, that you, like the doctor, will
realize the moral of all these humorous tales I am
telling you, although I don’t use such an outstanding
vocabulary. — I shall relate to you another story:—

An author whose name is ‘It Can’t Be”’ wrote
in the preface to his book that all the material of his
book is his own, and he signed his name with great
pride: “It Can’t Be”'. Everybody admired him for
that.

My friends! There are many fantastic religious
tales which could bear the above author's name,
except the Torah, which is the sole truth, dictated
by God Himself and written by the greatest author
of them all, Moses!

—15—
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The Bible says: ‘“The law which Moses com-
manded us is the inheritance of the Congregation
‘of Jacob”. The word ‘‘inheritance’” in Hebrew is
expressed through the word “Moirosha’’. —The
Sages in the Talmud (P’sochim) compare the word
*“Moirasha” to “‘M’oirasa’’, and claim that the Con-
gregation of Jacob is in a matrimonial obligation
with the Bible, because ‘‘M’oirasa’’ means ‘engaged’.

It happened once that a poor rabbi came into
a synagogue and asked for some financial aid. When
the President of the synagogue refused, the rabbi
turned toward the ark where the Bible Scrolls are,
and said: “Oh, God! Tell me, is it nice for you that
one of your relatives has to beg for charity?’’! —

“We are all your relatives! We are engaged to
your Torah: M'oirasa! And You are such a rich
relative! ““The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine”,

So do you say (Chagi 2) and, for instance, if you
would tell to Morgenthau that his relation is going
around begging in the synagogues, wouldn’'t he be
embarrassed and rush to help him? —

The president of the synagogue feared the rab-
bi's complaint, and went about to help him.

I hope to God that the english speaking audi-
ence will give deep thought to the moral of each
and every story | am telling you. — You shouldn’t
understand my English, the same as the Judge did.

When a man complained in his divorce suit,
that his wife is hot-tempered, but his expression was
that she is “cooking herself’. The judge said: —

— 14
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Passover, in a prominent rich man’s house. The rabbi
took for himself a large cup of wine and gave the
owner a small one. The rich man asked the Rabbi:—
*“Why do you take for yourself the larger cup, and
for me you have the smaller one?’’ — “‘It is a secret
which I will tell you after the ceremony is over’’, said
the rabbi. When it was over, the rabbi said: *‘The
reason we drink four cups of wine at the Seder, is
. because God used four different sayings when he
was about to release us from the bondage of Egypt.
“I will bring you out from Egypt’’ is one; “I will re-
lease you from your bondage”, is two. ‘I will redeem
you’’ is the third, and *‘l will take you to Me for a
people” is the fourth. Since this very last saying, I
will take you to me for a people’’ is the most impor-
tant one and best of all of them, that is why I take
for myself the larger cup of wine.

“Then why have you kept it a secret until now?”
the owner asked. **You understand’’, said the rabbi,
*‘Taking, is something which must be done secret-

()

ly”.

My friends! The New Testament has been ta-
ken from our Old one, but I would rather keep still
until this big ceremony is over, until the Redeemer
will arrive (Isaiah), and He shall judge with right-
eousness, the poor, not after the sight of his eyes
or the hearing of his ears, shall he judge. He shall
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth. At that
time God will restore to all the dead their souls,
and they will come to life again. This is what the
Prophet means: and she shall sing again as on the
day of her coming out of Egypt — the dead will
sing after being resurrected to life again!

—13—
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(HAFTORAH)

ORATION FOR THE SEASON OF
“THE GIVING OF OUR LAW”

2 iainiinBint-Rial;

X3

. . and I shall give her again her vineyards and
she shall sing there as on the day of her coming out

of Egypt.” (Hoseah 2).

How silly it is to see Christians debating religion
with Jews. Really, theirs is an offspring from ours.
Once a very prominent rich girl was going to become
a nun. In her honor they made a big party. They
claimed that she was getting married to the Son of
God. While all the guests were gathered, a Jew with
a big beard came in. Everyone looked in astonish-
ment at this man. Someone approached him and
asked: “What are you doing here?’ — *“Why, me —
he said — | am a relative on the groom’s side. —

» The bible says in Deuteronomy (portion Reay)

Ye are the children of the Lord, your God. The
Hebrews believe faithfully, that the Creator blessed
be His name, is a unity, and that there is no other

unity in any manner, like unto Him. He is the only
true God!

It reminds me of an episode.

A Rabbi was a guest to the Seder services on

—_—12
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TREMONT TEMPLE, NEW YORK
Jerome Rosenbloom, Rabbi

March, 30, 1944
Rabbi N. Kaplan, New York:

Dear Rabbi Kaplan:

| have read your latest volume of the series
and find it as delightful as its predecessors. Your wide
knowledge is happily combined with clarity and good
humor. The result is an easily-read and highly rewarding
book.
| hope that our Heavenly Father will give you
the strength and spirit to continue your fine work.

With every good wish, | am,

Jerome Rosenbloom

CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE No. J5515

Name: KAPLAN NATHAN
Regiment or Corps from which discharged Royal Fusiliers
Special Qualifications: Chevrons. One blue.
Medals, and Decorations: British War Medal
Victory Medal.
Has served Overseas on Active Service.
Enlisted at: New York, 7—5—1918

He is discharged in consequencei of having suffered
impairment, after serving One year 208 days with the
Colors,

Date of discharge: November 29th, 1919
Infantry Record Office, London

—_0
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- which you have been good enough to present. You will
‘receive shortly our official acknowledgment.

We can say - that our Jewish Division reports that
the book is called for by readers, and that we are pleased
to be able to make the book available for those who
wish to consult it.

Very truly yours,

Edward &. Freehafer

HERSH BEAR ROSENWASSER

Counsellor at Law

Dear Rabbi Kaplan, ,

I have very much enjoyed my first copy of your
comments on the weekly "Sedras" and am herewith en-
closing payment for the latest volume of your work.

Looking forward to receiving the next book, may

the Almighty speedily help you issue "D'varim" as well.

Yours, very respectfully,
Hersh Bear Rosenwasser

DR. HARRY HALPERN
Rabbi East Midwood Jewish Center
1625 Ocean Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y,

"The Ark of Noah” which Rabbi Noah Kaplan is
preparing for the press, is a work which is true to the
traditions of the Jewish People.

It contains a great deal of Rabbinical material which
is treated in a masterful way. The voice of the old
Rabbi speaks in these pages with a message for our
times.

HARRY HALPERN.
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
Woashington, D. C.
Dear Sir:

By direction of the Librarian, | beg to acknowledge
with cordial appreciation the receipt from you of the
gift mentioned below, a welcome addition to the col-
lections of the Library of Congress.

Two copies of your publication:
“The Ark of Noah: A collection of sermons on the Five
Books of Moses". Part Ill. Leviticus, Bronx, N. Y., 1942,
Very truly yours,
John H. Morearty, F. P.
Chief, Accessions Division

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Office of the Director
: New York, February 25, 1943

Rabbi Noah Kaplan, ) :
Dear Sir:

Will it be possible for you to present to us a copy
of your publication: "Tebat Noah".

This work is needed for use in our Jewish Division,
and if you have a copy which you can spare for deposit
here, it will be most welcome.

Very truly yours,
Franklin F. Hopper, Director

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
Office of the Acquisition Division

New York, Nov. 30, 1943
Rabbi N. Kaplan,

Dear Sir:
Following our recent conversation, let me repeat

our thanks for the copy of THE ARK OF NOAH, Part Il

_—7



A few of the Testimonials

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 9, 1942
My dear Rabbi Kaplan: :

Thank you, in the President's behalf, for your
courtesy in sending him a copy of the inscribed book,
THE ARK OF NOAH. He appreciates your friendly
thought.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully,
Private Secretary

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
December 10, 1942.
My dear Rabbi Noah Kaplan,
I have just received your letter which | hasten
to answer.
| have been in New York for only very short periods
in recent weeks, and when there, have been very busy.
I am happy to look at your book and thank you for
your courtesy in sending it to me.

Yours very sincerely,

HERBERT H. LEHMAN,
Director, Foreign Relief and
Rehabilitation Operations.

—_— —
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My dear friends:

Since I first started to publish my book ““The
Ark of Noah,” which is in five parts, I had the op-
portunity to meet many exceptional people, who
are doing ‘‘their part’” in various ways.

In the world of today, which is full of treachery
we find some people who will take a book from an
author, and never even return a dollar for it, even
though they be of the highest walks in life. Still I
have discovered a few, who, to my estimation,
deserve to be praised and honored. Their goal in
life is to cure the sick and help the needy.

I therefore sincerely hope that wherever my
book will be read these men shall be known and
esteemed:

It is my pleasure to’present them to my readers:

Dr. Joseph Harkavy, Bronx (Cpt. U. S. Army)

Dr. Samuel H. Nerenstone, of the Bronx.

Dr. Max Levy, Dentist, Brooklyn

’ Dr. V. Brecher, Optometrist, Chaplain AmericanA
Legion, Brooklyn,

and above all, a man who is a mechanic and
genius in his own way, Mr. Charles Fisher, of
Manhattan.
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A WORD TO THE READER

My dear Friends !

You who buy my books *““The Ark of Noah”,
when you take this fourth part of the *Ark of Noah”
in your hand, you shouldn’t say right away in a tone
of discouragement : Oh ! It is such a little book !
No, my friends, it is only printed on thin paper, due
to the war, but the contents are plenty and it con-
tains good material.

Once a writer complained to me on his hard
luck: Although he can write a book in two weeks,
it takes him two years to sell it | So I said to him :
Do like I do. Write better a book in two years, then
you will sell it in two weeks.

On this, my fourth book I have worked two
years and most of the copies were sold in advance,
before the book was finished by the printers. Most
of the people already know that [ don’t fill my books

(as the popular english expression goes)—it would
- indeed make a large book, should it contain all the
maybe’s uttered in one day ! This book does not
contain any maybe's.
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